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WELCOME!

Welcome to Beaver Creek Elementary School! My job is to keep your children safe and your job and the
students’ job is to help keep it that way. We have designed predictable routines and rituals, following the
Conscious Discipline model, to help build connections between students, and also between teachers and
students. We build on cooperation to enhance these connections. Olweus Bullying Questionnaire data is
used by our faculty to meaningfully plan needed lessons that address areas of concern. This handbook is
designed to inform our families of rules and procedures to keep our school orderly and safe.

The mission of the Downingtown Area School District, proud of our tradition of excellence, is to educate all
students to meet the challenges of a global society by providing an individually responsive learning
environment characterized by outstanding academic and personal achievement in partnership with family,
students, and community.

We are proud to have a “school family.” We offer many opportunities for parent involvement and we hope
you are able to participate in some of these events. We believe that ALL CHILDREN can learn and be
successful in school. With this in mind, we are committed to the notion that "kids come first!" Our goal is
to serve our students as best we possibly can.

Please refer to this handbook frequently (especially the Calendar of Events on the following pages) as well
as the Code of Conduct for the myriad of questions that arise during the course of the year. There are
recommendations for birthday celebrations as we continue to implement the district's wellness policy. If
you have any additional questions about our school, please feel free to call the school office. We will be
happy to help you in any way we can. Have a great year!

Sincerely yours,

Dawn R. Lawless

Principal



Beaver Creek Elementary School

Downingtown Area School District

VISION

Honoring the integrity of each family and child:

e  We will provide a learning community where each individual feels respected, safe, and eager to learn.

o  We will meet individual needs through adaptations and enrichment opportunities for all students, enabling
each child to become a lifelong learner.

e  We will develop a structured environment incorporating prosocial behavior where children learn to make
good choices, and where all individuals are encouraged to take risks as learners.

e We will embrace individual differences and constructively challenge one another to grow, maintaining
high standards and expectations for excellence.

e  We will find time to share ideas and communicate with one another.
e  We will be open to change as we continuously seek improvement and opportunities for learning.

e We will assess learning qualitatively (e.g. portfolios, performance assessments, specific feedback, etc.)
as well as quantitatively (test scores).

e We will use current technologies to enhance student learning while incorporating the teaching of
fundamental skills necessary for meeting the challenges of the twenty-first century.

. In partnership with families and our learning community, we will instruct all students in a manner that
provides the greatest opportunity for each child to achieve the Downingtown Area School District
academic standards, benchmarks, and transitional outcomes at a proficient level or higher.

MISSION

The mission of the Downingtown Area School District, proud of our tradition of excellence, is to educate all
students to meet the challenges of a global society by providing an individually responsive learning environment
characterized by outstanding academic and personal achievement in partnership with family, students and
community.
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Beaver Creek Elementary
2010-2011 Calendar

30- First Day of School

. 1- Back to School Night

3&6- No School

9- No School

10-Spirit Day- wear blue and gold
16- PTO Meeting

17- Constitution Day

24/25- PTO Consignment Sale
27/28- Vision & Hearing Screenings
29- Two Hour Early Dismissal

1- Food for Downingtown Collection

1-Spirit Day- wear blue and gold

4- I-Walk

7&8- Anti-bullying Program K-5 by Crime Victims
11- No School

12-14 Tentative Early Childhood Longitudinal Study
14- PTO Meeting

22- Lifetouch photos

23- 50th Birthday Rededication

Oct 28- PA Great Apple Crunch

Oct.
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Nov.
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29- Fall Festival & Tentative PTO Masquerade Ball

2- No School

5- Spirit Day- wear blue and gold

4-Science Fair Family Workshop and Fun Night

11- Veteran’s Day

11- PTO Meeting

12- Assembly (tentative)

15-19 American Education Week (open house on Wed. 17th)
24- Half Day

29- No School

30- Lifetouch Retakes

3- Spirit Day- wear blue and gold
9- Two Hour Early Dismissal

10- No School

13- Winter Concert

15- Two Hour Early Dismissal
23- Neighborhood Caroling
24-Jan. Winter Break



Jan. 7- Spirit Day- wear blue and gold
Jan. 10-12- Child Safety Programs (K-5)
Jan. 13- PTO Meeting

Jan. 14 & 17- No School

Feb. 2/3 Science Fair & Invention Convention
Feb. 4-Spirit Day- wear blue and gold

Feb. 10-PTO Meeting

Feb. 14- Jump Rope for Heart

Feb. 16- Two Hour Early Dismissal

Feb. 21 & 22- No School

Feb. 23- NAEP testing- 4t Grade

Feb. 25- PTO Talent Show

Feb. 28-March 4- Read Across America

March 3- Healthy Breakfast Day
March 4-Spirit Day- wear blue and gold
March 10- PTO Meeting

March 11- No School

March 14-mid April-PSSA (grades 3-5)
March 16- Two Hour Early Dismissal
March 17- Go for the Greens

March 21-25 Bridge of Hope

April-PSSA Continues

April 1-Spirit Day- wear blue and gold

April 7- PTO Meeting (changed from 14th)
April 14- Theater Club Performance

April 15- Lifetouch

April 18-24 Turn off TV Week

April 18-22 Spring Break

April 30-Arbor Day (Earthy Day Walkathon)

May 2-6 Teacher Appreciation Week

May 3-Spring Concert and Art Show

May 6- Spirit Day- wear blue and gold

May 9&10- Internet Safety Programs (3rd-5th grades)

May 12-PTO Meeting

May 20- Family Heritage Day

May 16- National Circus Project Assembly Program (PTO sponsored)
May 26- National Circus Project Assembly Program

May 27/30- No School

June 2- Field Day

June 3- Spirit Day- wear blue and gold

June 9- Move Up Day

June 10- DEAR

June 14-Last Student Day (5th grade graduation and awards/recognition)
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Mrs. Dawn R. Lawless

Mrs. Gerri Walls
Mrs. Teresa Sullivan

Mrs. Deborah Flint, R.N.
Mrs. Linda Kinneary

Mrs. Jill Miller

Mrs. Jane Hemphill

Mrs. Anita Grimes

Mrs. Meg DelLange
Miss Dalcinea Stanton

Mrs. Heather Reidy
Mrs. Ann McDowell

Ms. Amy Wolstenholm
Mrs. Helen Thompson

Miss Lori Inghram
Mrs. Julie LaBarge

Mrs. Janyce Keyes

Mrs. Lisa Hallahan
Mrs. Jane Hueber

Mrs. Debbie Schneider
Mrs. Gail Yard

Mrs. Suzanne Braun

Mrs. Donna Callaghan

Mrs. Beth Bichnevicius

School Personnel

Principal

Principal’'s Secretary

Office Aide

School Nurse

Health Room Nurse
Guidance Counselor
Instructional Support Teacher
Instructional Support Teacher
Instructional Support Team Aide
School Psychologist

Speech Therapist

Speech Therapist

Physical Therapist
Occupational Therapist
Instructional Aide
Instructional Aide
Instructional Aide
Instructional Aide
Instructional Aide
Instructional Aide
Instructional Aide

Instructional Aide & Playground Monitor

Instructional Aide
Instructional Aide

Mrs. Christine Skinner

Mrs. Julia Deitch

Mrs. Rene Mears

Instructional Aide
Learning Support Aide
Learning Support Aide

Mrs. Donna DiBerardinis--------------------- Learning Support Aide
Mrs. Jennifer McGlaughlin ------------------ Special Education Aide

Mrs. Cindy O’Connell

Mrs. Sue Vivirito
Mrs. Vicki Maristch

Mrs. Lisa Hoppe
Ms. Meredith DiPietro

Ms. Jessica Christy-

Mrs. Christine Taylor
Mrs. Christine Skinner

Mrs. Sherry Snyder
Mrs. Joanne Harris

Mrs. Lorie O’Neill
Mrs. Allison Gilbert

Mrs. Lisa Hallahan

Mrs. Jennifer Rottman

Mr. Mauriece Bowers

Mr. Dominic Barilaro

Mrs. Diana Frazier

Mr. Leno Brannon

Special Education Aide
Special Education Aide
Autistic Support Aide
Autistic Support Aide
Autistic Support Aide
Autistic Support Aide
Autistic Support One-on-One Aide
Title 1 Aide

Building Aide, Instructional Aide, Playground Monitor

Library Aide

Cafeteria Manager

Cafeteria Assistant
Cafeteria/Playground Monitor
Cafeteria/Playground Monitor
Head Custodian

Custodian

Custodian

Custodian



KINDERGARTEN
Mrs. Megan Bauer
Miss Emily Petiprin
Miss Noell Messina

FIRST GRADE
Miss Rachel Freed
Mrs. Lauren Reybitz
Mrs. Judith Hart

SECOND GRADE

Mrs. Stephanie Massung
Mrs. Nancy Drake

Mrs. Susan Welk

THIRD GRADE
Mrs. Danielle Egan
Mrs. Kathy Freed
Mrs. Susan Zuraski

FOURTH GRADE
Mrs. Carolyn Litterio
Mrs. Lucy Poole
Mrs. Linda Grigsby

FIFTH GRADE

Miss Jacquelyn Longan
Mr. Robert Hoffman
Mrs. Barbara Stevenson

GUIDANCE COUNSELOR
Mrs. Jill Miller

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT
Mrs. Anita Grimes
Mrs. Jane Hemphill

ESL
Mrs. Mary Beth Scott

SCHOOL NURSE
Mrs. Deborah Flint

AUTISTIC SUPPORT
Mrs. Cassandra McCoy
Miss Kristy Tompkins

TEACHERS/PROFESSIONAL STAFF

ART
Mrs. Nancy Petka

MUSIC
Miss Danielle Molan

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
Mrs. Allyson Patterson
Mrs. Mary Ann Otto

STRINGS
Mr. Thomas Breton

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Mr. Robert Kasabo
Mrs. Kirschner

LIBRARY
Mrs. Desiree Threadgill

ENRICHMENT & SUPPORT
Mrs. Kathie Orendorff

LEARNING SUPPORT
Mrs. Lora McKnight
Mrs. Laurel Finch

Miss Mandy Poole

SPEECH THERAPY
Mrs. Heather Reidy & Mrs. Ann McDowell

ADAPTED PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Mr. Darryl Darlak

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST
Miss Dalcinea Stanton

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
Mrs. Helen Thompson

PHYSICAL THERAPY
Ms. Amy Wolstenholm

VISION SUPPORT
Ms. Nicole Katzenbach



REGULAR SCHOOL DAY SCHEDULE

8:30-8:45 a.m. Supervised Playground
8:45-8:55 a.m. Students Enter Classrooms
8:55 a.m. Official Start of School Day
11:25-12:05 p.m. -----=-===mmmmmmmmmem- Lunch/Recess for Grade 2 and Multiage
11:40 a.m. Dismissal for A.M. Kindergarten
11:25-12:25 p.m. -----=-==mmmmmmmmmme- Lunch/Recess for Grade 1
11:30-12:30 p.m.--------=-=mmmmmmmmmm- Lunch/Recess for Grade 3 & Autistic Support
12:10-1:10 p.m. Lunch/Recess for Grade 4 & Full Day K
12:15-1:05 p.m. Lunch/Recess for Grade 5
12:35 p.m. Official Start of P.M. Kindergarten
3:20 p.m. Dismissal: Call for Walkers and Parent Pick Up
3:22 p.m. Start Calling Buses
3:30 p.m. Start Parent Pick Up/Valet

ARRIVAL TIME

Children are not permitted to arrive before 8:30 a.m. unless they are participating in a school-
sponsored program. Students may only be dropped off at the edge of our playground, entering the
William Street entrance and exiting out heading towards Mary Street. Students will be supervised from
8:30-8:45 a.m. on the playground or in the cafeteria if weather is inclement.

School begins promptly at 8:55 a.m. Automobiles will be allowed to drive thru to the front of the building
at 8:55 a.m., at which point the student should report to the office to be marked late. Full day
kindergarten students follow the 1st-5th graders' schedule.

Afternoon kindergarten children should arrive between 12:30 and 12:35 p.m. and be dropped off at the
side kindergarten entrance. Please do not come early to play on the playground equipment. Afternoon
kindergarten begins promptly at 12:35 p.m.

DISMISSAL TIME

Dismissal time for morning kindergarten is 11:40 a.m. For grades 1-5 and afternoon kindergarten,
dismissal is at 3:20 p.m. If a parent or guardian wishes to pick up a child at dismissal time, you must
send in a note to school. Last minute phone calls are discouraged because they interrupt the classroom,;
however, we do recognize that family emergencies come up and we will contact the teacher for you.
Teachers will be notified of parent pick ups via an e-mail list by 3:00 p.m. Children will be called for
parent pick up at 3:20 p.m. and they will walk to the new gymnasium’s lobby.

Valet Service: Valet starts at 3:30 p.m., after parent pick up walkers are safely out of the way. If you are
driving your child home, please do not arrive until 3:30 p.m. and stay in your car in a line along the right
hand side of the driveway that runs parallel to the side of our school (off of Pennsylvania Ave.). Students
will be escorted to your car and checked off a list by a staff person. Use the final parking lot adjacent to
the gym to turn around and exit out to Pennsylvania Ave. If you are driving your child home, but arrive
before 3:30, you may prefer to park in the main lot off of Pennsylvania Ave. (but not in the turn around
area on the end by the basketball nets), walk to the gym vestibule and wait outside or in the vestibule to
be united with your child at 3:20.

If you are walking your child home, please wait in the new gym lobby, starting at 3:10 p.m. There will be
a sign out sheet there for you to sign. Your child will meet you there by 3:20 p.m. (Students who walk
home alone may exit the door near the library, where there will be a check off list.)

At 3:25 p.m. we will start to call buses and Day Care vans. Students will exit out the front lobby. At 3:45
any students who missed their bus or weren’t picked up yet, may wait in the main lobby.



Children playing on either playground after 3:20 p.m. must be supervised directly by a parent or
guardian. There is no parking or automobile traffic in the Bus Lane from 3:00 -3:45 p.m. Handicapped
drivers with appropriate vehicle identification may park near the main entrance on the side opposite the
bus lane.

If there is any change from the student’s normal routine at dismissal time, please notify the homeroom
teacher in writing. Written permission is required if your child will be taken from school by someone
other than his/her parent or guardian.

SCHOOL CANCELLATIONS/LATE OPENINGS

The best source for the most current information on emergency school closings, late openings, or early
dismissals is the Downingtown Area School District web site (www.dasd.org). We also encourage you to
sign up for Transportation’s E-mail blast so you will be immediately notified of changes to our
schedule.

Another source for current information on emergency school closings, late openings, or early dismissals is
radio station WCOJ 1420 AM.

If you listen to radio station KYW 1060 AM, the code for our District is 876. 5876 means schools will open
one (1) hour late. 6876 means schools will open two (2) hours late.

Several early dismissals/late openings are scheduled throughout the year for the purpose of parent-
teacher conferences or curriculum meetings. These dates will be noted on the Downingtown Area School
District Activities Calendar and on monthly newsletters.

KINDERGARTEN ABBREVIATED SCHEDULE
Whenever the Downingtown Area School District has an unscheduled, weather-related two (2) hour late

opening, both sessions of kindergarten (A.M. and P.M.) will be held according to the following abbreviated
schedule & Full Day K will follow the 155" grade schedule:

KINDERGARTEN A.M. Session P.M. Session

Regular Schedule 8:55a.m. - 11:40 a.m. 12:35 p.m. - 3:20 p.m.

Abbreviated Schedule | 10:55 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. 1:30 p.m. - 3:20 p.m.

On days when the Reqular Schedule is followed:
A.M. kindergarten children must be picked up no later than 11:45 a.m.;
P.M. kindergarten children may be dropped off beginning at 12:30 p.m.

On days when the Abbreviated Schedule is followed:
A.M. kindergarten children must be picked up no later than 12:50 p.m.;
P.M. kindergarten children may be dropped off beginning at 1:25 p.m.



http://www.dasd.org/

AFTER-SCHOOL POLICY

Students who walk to and from school must report home immediately after school. Children playing on
either playground after 3:20 p.m. must be supervised directly by a parent or guardian. Walkers may return
to the playground after 4:00 p.m. if they have obtained parental permission.

BUS LANES
Buses only are permitted in the main driveway (in front of the school and near the kindergarten

playground) 8:15 - 8:55 a.m. and 3:00 - 3:45 p.m. Handicapped drivers with appropriate identification may
park near the main entrance on the side opposite the bus Iane
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ONE-WAY TRAFFIC

Please remember that the Beaver Creek driveway is restricted to one-way traffic (flowing from William
Street to Pennsylvania Avenue) 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Never pass a school bus when red lights are
flashing and the STOP sign is displayed. Violators may be ticketed by police. We are no longer allowing
automobile traffic in the Beaver Creek Driveway from 8:15-8:55 a.m. and 3:00-3:45 p.m. If you need to
enter the building, please park your car in the main parking lot near the library.

VISITORS DURING SCHOOL HOURS

All parents and visitors must report to the main office before proceeding to any other place within the
school (including the cafeteria and playground).

Non-resident friends or relatives may not visit school and/or attend classes.

SOLICITATION OF SCHOOL STAFF
Solicitation of school staff for any reason is not permitted.

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

Birthdays are a special time for students. Our guidelines were developed by taking into
consideration two school board policies: Serious Allergies and Student Wellness. Food items
are not allowed to be shared with classmates. Instead, students can wear a special hat on their
birthday. This will allow many adults in the building to wish the student a happy birthday. They
will also be recognized on BCLive and get a birthday pencil from the principal. If you want to
send something small and non-food related such as stickers you may, but it is not required.
Balloon deliveries and other personal birthday celebrations are not permitted during school
hours. Private party invitations are NOT to be handed out in school or on the school bus unless
the ENTIRE class is invited. Many children have their feelings hurt and get upset when they find
out they are not invited to a classmate’s private party, particularly when it becomes the main
focus of conversation during lunch and recess times. In turn, this can develop into inappropriate
behavior and lack of academic progress in the classroom.
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School Attendance and Absences

CHILD SAFETY HOTLINE

To ensure the safe arrival of every student each day Beaver Creek Elementary School utilizes a telephone
Child Safety Hotline. This effort is a direct response by the Downingtown Area School District Board of
School Directors to the concern that parents have regarding the safety of all of our children. A telephone
voice mail system is used daily to receive messages regarding your child’s absence from school (including
tardiness). Each morning, your telephone message is compared to the teacher’s daily absence report. In
the event of a discrepancy, you will be called immediately.

The Child Safety Hotline is staffed by our school secretary, Mrs. Gerri Walls, and our school’s office aide,
Mrs. Teresa Sullivan. If your child will be absent or late for any reason, please follow this procedure:

1. Before 8:30 a.m., call 610-269-2790 and Press “9” to report an absence or tardiness.

2. Indicate your name and your child’s first and last name.

3. Indicate the name of your child’s homeroom teacher.

4. Indicate the length (duration) of the absence (if known).

5. If you would like missed assignments sent home, please indicate whether you will pick up the work in
the main office between 3:00 and 4:00 p.m. OR with whom you would like the teacher to send the
assignments. (Requests received after 8:30 a.m. will usually require an additional day for the teacher
to compile.)

If your Child Safety Hotline telephone numbers change at any time, please call the office and we will send
home a new form for you to complete. It is very important that, at least, three (3) different telephone
numbers (including emergency numbers) are on file in our office for each child.

Please remember that, in addition to calling the Child Safety Hotline, parents must also send a
written excuse note to the homeroom teacher for each absence or tardiness (see the next page for
more information).
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EXCUSE NOTES

Pennsylvania’s compulsory attendance laws for school-aged students require children to be in school for
the entire school day (8:55 a.m. - 3:20 p.m.).

In the event of absence, tardiness, or early dismissal due to illness or another approved reason; the child’'s
parent or legal guardian must send a written excuse for absence to the teacher as soon as possible. Upon
return to school following an absence, tardiness, or early dismissal; a student must present the written
excuse, signed by a parent or legal guardian, to the homeroom teacher stating:

» student's name

« homeroom teacher's name

» date(s) of absence or tardiness
« reason for absence or tardiness

An absence/lateness is recorded “unexcused” if a written excuse is not presented within 3 days following
return to school. In the event that an absence is determined unexcused it is permanently recorded in the
student’s file as illegal. By law, three illegal absences subject parent to financial penalty as determined by
local courts. Our Attendance Officer coordinates attendance matters with District Court 15-2-06 in
Downingtown.

An absence greater than three days may require a written statement from a physician. A letter of the
school’s concern regarding the student’s attendance will notify parents of a student who has accumulated
10 absences; the letter will serve as a warning that after 15 absences only a doctor’s note will be accepted
for future absences. When a student reaches 10 days of absence, the District Attendance Officer is
notified.

TARDINESS

If a student arrives after 8:55 a.m., he/she should report directly to the main office so that his/her name
can be removed from the absence list. An excuse note to the homeroom teacher must follow within 24
hours stating the reason for tardiness.

EARLY DISMISSAL FOR APPOINTMENTS

If a pupil must be dismissed (for any reason) before the regular dismissal time, the parent should send a
note to the homeroom teacher. When the parent arrives at school to pick up the child, the parent must go
to the main office. The secretary will call the child from class to meet his/her parent in the lobby.

Parents (or others) may not go directly to the classroom to pick up or visit a child at any time.

Students may not meet their ride outside the building or in the parking lot. If necessary, a student will wait
for his/her parent in the classroom or in the main lobby.

DISMISSAL ON FIELD TRIP DAYS

We strongly discourage parents from removing their children early from school after a field trip. Doing so
creates confusion on the part of students and their siblings. Teachers and the office want to maintain the
normal routine to reduce stress and keep all students safe at this busy time of day. Attempting to contact
siblings of a change in routine is a distraction and not contacting siblings can cause children to panic. If
you must take your child home early after a field trip, it will be coded as an early dismissal (any time before
3:20 p.m.) and a note should be sent in to the teacher and the office a day in advance.
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EDUCATIONAL/FAMILY TRIPS

In the belief that attendance is closely related to good class work, and that academic performance usually
suffers when students are late or absent frequently, the following procedures have been adopted by the
Downingtown Area School District with regard to excuses for vacations, trips, or special reasons:

1. Educational tours and family trips may be excused by the principal if permission is sought ahead of
time. A student's academic record will be examined prior to any approval. Requests must be
submitted no less than three (3) days in advance.

2. Unauthorized absences will be recorded as illegal and students may not be permitted to make up
work.

3. Work missed due to approved educational tours or family trips may be made up, but the
responsibility for the completion of that work will remain with students and/or parents. Teachers will
work with students and parents, but will not necessarily send work for the days of excused
absence. In some cases, requests for work presents an unfair burden upon the teacher who may
not have future lessons completely in readiness.

4. Requests for students to be excused for more than one family trip during a school year will most
likely not be honored. Parents are discouraged from making vacation plans during the school year
on a regular or yearly basis. It is understood that it is occasionally necessary to take a family trip
during the school year, but it is believed that frequent trips are an unnecessary detriment to the
education of the child.

STUDENT DISCIPLINE

The Downingtown Area School District requires each student to adhere to the rules and regulations of the
school and to be subject to such disciplinary measures as are appropriately assigned for infraction of
those rules. The rules govern student conduct in school, at school activities, and during the time spent in
travel to and from school and school activities.

Please refer to the Code of Conduct for Student Discipline which is also available on-
line.

WEAPON POSSESSION ON SCHOOL PROPERTY:
ACT 26 OF 1995

In accordance with Act 26 of 1995 which amends Pennsylvania’s School Code, the school district shall
expel for a period of not less than one (1) year, any student who is determined to have brought a weapon
onto any school property, any school-sponsored activity, or any public conveyance providing
transportation to a school or school-sponsored activity.

The term weapon shall include, but not be limited to, any knife, cutting instrument, cutting tool, letter
opener, firearm, shotgun, rifle, and any other tool, instrument, or implement capable of inflicting serious
bodily injury.

This law is considered a zero-tolerance measure. If a student brings an item that can be considered a
weapon to school, state law is being violated and the pupil will be expelled.

All items that could be classified as weapons must remain at home and stored safely among craft,
camping, hunting, or outdoor tools and equipment. This includes pocket knives of all sizes and designs.

Should a classroom project or demonstration involve a need to bring an item that could be used as a
weapon, the student is required to obtain written permission from the classroom teacher, who will then
notify the administration of the need.
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PLAYGROUND RULES FOR SAFETY AND FUN:

1. Any child who feels unsafe MUST go to an adult on duty immediately. This can be role played at
the beginning of each school year in possible playground scenarios.

2. Get permission from the adult on duty if leaving the playground.

3. Students must play within the playground boundaries and not near classroom windows, the front of the
building, or in the woods, past the tree line behind the school.

4. Any accident must be reported immediately to the adult on duty.

5. Do not harm anyone physically or verbally — this includes hitting, rough tagging, pushing, spitting, or
fighting. Adults are on duty to help work through disputes.

6. Only nerf, koosh and soft gym balls are permitted on the blacktop. Vortex footballs, skateboards,
skate shoes and hockey/lacrosse sticks are not permitted.

7. Throwing snow or sliding on ice is not permitted.

8. Soccer balls are not permitted on the blacktop and basketballs are only for playing basketball.

9. When the whistle blows stop playing and line up immediately in a safe and orderly manner.

10. Show your pride in your school by following directions the first time they are given.

SPECIFIC PLAYGROUND RULES:

Safety on Swings:
e Face the school and hold the chains with both hands.
Do not spin or twirl, swing side to side, stand or swing on stomachs.
Do not interfere with others, walk between or in front of swings or push others on swings.
Do not jump off swings.
Do not save swings for others while someone is waiting.
Share by slowly counting to twenty.

Safety on Slides:
e Slide down in a forward sitting position, one at a time. Get off immediately when reaching the bottom.
e Do not walk back up the slide.

Safety playing Soccer:
e Play soccer only on the field using a soccer ball.
e Do not slide tackle or physically push another person.
¢ Include everyone who wants to play

Safety while playing football:
e No tackling or rough tagging.
e Include everyone who wants to play.

Play for safety when blacktop only is available (check with Mr. Bowers):

o Basketball, tetherball, four square, walking around, jump roping, imaginative play would be safe
activities.

Consequences For Not Being Safe:
e Immediate role play on the spot of an alternate way of action and behavior in the situation that
promotes safety.
e Removal to a time out circle to calm down or sent inside if necessary.
e [f actions are severe or harmful, the student may be referred to the principal for more serious
consequences.
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SPECIFIC CAFETERIA RULES:

The cafeteria will be a safe and clean environment where people interact using the Beaver Creek guidelines of
respect and caring.

Safety in the Cafeteria:
e Students will not push, hold onto or touch others around them when in line to buy lunch.
Students may not cut in line or hold a place for a friend.
Students will use good manners, “please” and “thank you” when interacting with the cafeteria workers.
Students will use quiet voices and good manners when eating and talking.
Students may not share or trade food.
Once seated, students will stay in their seats and raise their hands to get help or dispose of garbage.
Students are responsible for cleaning up their area before going to recess.
Students will show respect at all times in dealing with adults on duty as well as each other.
Mr. Bowers or a cafeteria aide will dismiss the students by tables when they are quiet and their table is
clean.

Consequences For Not Being Safe In The Cafeteria:

e Verbal warning.
e Removal from the group to a time out table or space.
e Loss of recess.

We do have a “be a PAL” (Protect a Life) table available in the cafeteria
for students with food allergies. Students sitting at this table will be
monitored by the cafeteria staff and encouraged to sit farther apart. An
«allergen-free space” will be provided if this is deemed necessary
according to a child’s 504 plan.

SPECIAL RULE REGARDING FAST FOQOD:

We do not allow fast food to be dropped off in the office to be held for a student to pick up on their way to
lunch.
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OUR SCHOOL DAY

8:30-8:45 — All students (grades 1-5) arriving early must report directly to the playground. In inclement
weather students report to the cafeteria and sit in grade-level lines.

Homeroom 8:45-9:05 AM (Students may not go to their homerooms before 8:45).

1.

Students and teacher greet and interact with each other in a positive way as they enter the room. The
students then get ready for the day by unpacking, checking for homework completion, sharpening
pencils and getting ready to learn.

When the bell rings at 8:55 a.m., the children will be seated and watching/listening to BC LIVE for the
fifth grade broadcast.

Hallway Travel

1. Students will walk on the right side of the hall in a reasonably quiet, single file line when traveling
to/from specials, lunch, and recess.

2. Each grade level will establish a system to monitor the orderly entrance/exit of students at 8:45 a.m.
and travel to/from lunch and recess. Students should enter the cafeteria in a calm manner and line up
in an orderly fashion if they are buying their lunch.

After lunch

1. Each teacher having students come back to their room after lunch will assign a designated pick-up
place by the cafeteria and will accompany them.

2. Students who are not going out to recess due to a work session with their teacher or permission to
help with another activity may not exit the cafeteria unless their teacher accompanies them. If
recess is before lunch then students will go out to recess when work is completed.

Lavatories

1. Students may use the bathroom as necessary on an individual basis. Group usage of lavatories must
be carefully monitored by the teacher at the site.

2. Except for emergencies, one boy and one girl at a time may leave the classroom, cafeteria, or

playground to use the bathroom. The adult on duty must supervise this.

Afternoon Dismissal (3:20-3:45 p.m.)

1.

4,

Students will remain seated and listen quietly for buses to be called. The classroom must be calm and
quiet enough for all students to hear buses being called and to make sure they have all homework
assignments. Ball playing is prohibited during this time.

Parent pick-up and walkers will be dismissed at 3:20 p.m.

Walkers may be dismissed promptly by the teacher and exit at the designated door.

Bus riders may not leave the classroom until their bus has been called.
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DRESS CODE

In the matter of dress, the Downingtown Area Elementary Schools are primarily concerned with
three important issues:

Safety Standards

Personal appearance styles and all items of wearing apparel and accessories must
conform to minimum safety standards as to not endanger the well-being of any pupil or
any person within the school environment.

Health and Cleanliness

Clothing and dress should be conducive to promoting personal health and cleanliness.
Classroom temperatures are normally 68-72 degrees Fahrenheit. Students may wear
sweaters or sweatshirts as needed. Children may not wear coats, jackets, or hats in
the classroom if the room temperature is above 65 degrees Fahrenheit.

Non-Interference with the Educational Program

Apparel and accessories must be appropriate to the time and place, in that a pupil’s
total appearance does not result in any degrading or distracting consequences that
interfere with the educational process within the school environment.

Keeping these three important issues in mind, the following rules apply:

Tattered, torn, or ripped clothing is prohibited.

Spandex or skin-tight clothing is prohibited.

Shirts may not have inappropriate wording and/or graphics on them.

Tops may not be low-cut or revealing.

Midriffs must be covered at all times.

Shorts, skirts, and skorts must be long enough to touch the bottom of the fingertips
when arm is fully extended.

Excessive baggy pants or clothing that can conceal items and/or pose a safety hazard
are not permitted.

Under clothing may not be exposed.

Flip-flops, Heelies (Sneakers with wheels in the heels), Platform Shoes, Cleats are not
permitted.

Hats may not be worn inside the building (except for birthdays).

On special occasions, such as field trips, field days, or similar events, teachers may, at their
discretion impose a special dress code that is deemed appropriate for the occasion.

A breach of the Dress Code, as outlined above, could result in any of the following:

Student made to turn clothing inside-out to mask inappropriate wording and/or graphics.
Parent called to bring appropriate clothing.

Student isolated from peers.

Student sent home for remainder of the day.

Suspension—for repeated offenses.
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BUS SERVICE

Bus service is furnished to eligible students according to the rules and regulations as set by the
State Department of Public Instruction. Parents are responsible for their child’s conduct at the
bus stop. Students must follow the regulations listed in the Code of Conduct or the privilege of
riding the bus may be withdrawn. If you have a concern regarding bus schedules or bus stops
please call (610) 269-8460.

KINDERGARTEN TRANSPORTATION

A.M. kindergarten children may ride the bus to school in the morning and P.M. kindergarten
children may ride the bus home from school in the afternoon providing the child lives in a
designated busing area. Parents/guardians are responsible for transporting kindergarten
children at mid-day.

A.M. children must be picked up between 11:40 a.m. and 11:45 a.m. on Leonard Lane in front
of our main office.

P.M. children may be dropped off between 12:30 p.m. and 12:35 p.m. at the side kindergarten
entrance next to the kindergarten playground. The side door will be locked at 12:35, so any late
parents should come in the main entrance and report to the main office.

Full Day Kindergarten students, who are not within walking distance to our school, may ride the
bus to and from school.

LOST AND FOUND

Lost and found items may be redeemed from a large, wooden box located near the main lobby.
Please encourage your child to look for their missing belongings.

ITEMS FROM HOME

Radios, headphones, playing cards, baseball/football cards, toys, water pistols, super soakers,
weapons, electronic devices and other things that may be disruptive or dangerous are not
permitted at school. State law mandates that any weapon brought to school requires pupil
expulsion. Students are encouraged to leave valuables at home. Items such as cameras, video
games, compact discs, and toys are often problematic at school. Chewing gum and bubble gum
are not permitted at school or on the bus. A small quantity of candy (not including gum) may be
consumed in the cafeteria as part of one’s lunch.

BICYCLES
Pupils are not permitted to ride bicycles to or from school.
TELEPHONE MESSAGES

Because classroom interruptions are disruptive and detrimental to instruction, please do not ask
the school secretary to relay messages to your child unless it is an absolute emergency.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN

Emergency procedures fall into three categories: on-site evacuations, off-site evacuations, and
“take shelter” drills. Every school in the Downingtown Area School District has a detailed action
plan for dealing with a variety of emergencies. The plan is reviewed annually with the staff. A
key feature of the emergency plan includes periodic drills for each type of emergency response.
Each school schedules regular fire drills to comply with Pennsylvania School Laws. In
accordance with the law, the school will conduct an average of one fire drill each month. During
the winter months, drills may be conducted with individual classes, making every effort to
conduct the drill on the best day for temperature and weather conditions. Similarly, drills are
conducted to practice the appropriate procedures for severe weather emergencies and safe
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school drills. Please be aware that during emergency procedure drills access to the building
may be temporarily denied until conditions are determined to be safe.

LUNCH PROGRAM

Hot lunches are provided for students by the school district at reasonable prices. Students have
the option of bringing or buying a lunch. Children may take up to forty (40) minutes to eat their
lunch. Menus are sent home monthly so that students may plan accordingly.

Free/reduced school lunches are available to students from households that meet federal
income guidelines. Forms outlining this program are sent home with every student at the start
of each year.

Slow lunch lines are caused by little hands struggling with trays and lunch money. You can't be
there to help, but you can do the next best thing. Buy your child a pre-paid computerized lunch
ticket. Send a check for $17.00 with your child on any Monday (make checks payable to DASD
Cafeteria). You can also assist by helping your child learn his/her PIN number that they have to
enter into the KeyPad. Lunch time will run smoother and children will enjoy a relaxing lunch and
refreshing recess.

LUNCH PRICES

(make checks payable to DASD Cafeteria)

Ten (10) Day Lunch Ticket $17.50
Adult Lunch (teachers and staff members only) $2.00
Student Lunch (milk included) $1.75
White Milk $.60
Chocolate Milk $.60
Ice Cream ranges from $.50 to $.85
Soft Pretzel $.60

(Prices are subject to change.)

LUNCH CHARGES

Students who forget to bring their lunch or lunch money may "charge" for one day only. The
loan must be repaid the next school day. Children are not permitted to charge if they already
have an unpaid lunch charge. Pupils may not charge for snacks. At the end of each marking
period, any student who owes lunch money will not receive his/her report card until the lunch
charge has been paid. Lunch charges are reserved for emergencies only (such as forgetting
one's lunch or money). Lunch charges may not be a daily or weekly routine.

SNACKS

Children are expected to eat a healthy lunch each day. Ice cream, soft pretzels, and/or snacks
may not be substituted for a nutritious lunch. Ice cream, soft pretzels, and other snacks are
usually available for students to purchase after a nutritious lunch has been eaten. The sale of
shacks on a given day is determined by the availability of the snack items and by the
demonstration of acceptable behavioral standards within the cafeteria. All food (including
snacks) must be consumed either in the classroom (with teacher's permission) or in the
cafeteria. Food and/or snacks may not be eaten outside or on the bus.

LUNCH RECESS

Children may take up to thirty (30) minutes to eat their lunch. Either before or after the
designated lunch period, students may enjoy a 20-30 minute outdoor recess (weather
permitting). A playground monitor and teacher supervise children who go to the playground.
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FIRST AID AND SCHOOL HEALTH

First Aid is defined as immediate, temporary care given in case of an accident or sudden iliness.
First Aid will be given by the school nurse or a designated employee.

Children with communicable diseases will be excluded from school. School health services do
not include medical diagnoses. These must be made by a private physician.

ADMINISTERING MEDICATIONS

It is recommended by the Downingtown Area School District (DASD) that medications not be
given during school hours. Whenever possible, medication should be administered at home,
either before or after school hours.

If any medication must be administered during school hours, it must be in its original container
and must be accompanied by a signed physician’s order. Additionally, a note containing the
following information must be on file in the nurse's office:

+ current date

» student's full name, grade, and teacher
* name of medication and dosage

» time(s) medication is to be given

» date(s) medication is to be given

+ illness/condition requiring medication

+ signature of parent/guardian

All short-term (up to four weeks) prescription medication requires parent/guardian authorization
or DASD form obtained from the nurse's office.

Additionally, all long-term (more than four weeks) prescription medication requires
parent/guardian authorization, physician's authorization, or DASD forms obtained from the
nurse's office.

Self-medication of prescription drugs requires proper labeling of medication and a DASD form
signed by the physician, parent or guardian, school nurse, and principal.

All non-prescription medications must be in their original container labeled with the student's full
name and must be accompanied by a signed physician’s order. Such medications may not be
administered at school for more than five (5) consecutive days. Additionally, medications to be
given on an "as-needed" basis must be accompanied by a signed note from parent or guardian.

HEALTH EXAMINATIONS

Students in the Downingtown Area School District shall be given the following examinations:

Comprehensive Physical Examination ------------ Grades K, 6, 11
Comprehensive Dental Evaluation ----------------- Grades K, 3, 6,9, 11
Hearing Examination Grades K, 1,2,3,7,11
Height, Weight, and Vision Annually

The school nurse or dental hygienist shall be responsible for reporting any deviation from
normal growth and development. A recommendation to consult a private physician or dentist
will be made, if deemed necessary.

Examinations will be performed by school personnel (doctor) unless:

» Parents request that they be done privately at their own expense;

OR
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*+ The student presents a statement signed by a parent/guardian that a medical
examination is contrary to his/her religious beliefs.

LATEX AND NUT ALLERGIES

Our school is a “latex safe” environment. As such latex products, particularly latex balloons and
latex gloves are not permitted in school. For students who have serious allergies to peanuts or
other nut products we will provide a “be a pal” table in the cafeteria. Following initial
introduction, it is the child’s responsibility to select this table for lunch.

STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE

Special student accident insurance may be purchased by parents for any student attending
Downingtown Area Schools. Details of this policy are sent home at the beginning of each
school year.

SPEECH, VISION, AND HEARING THERAPY

Children requiring speech, vision, or hearing therapy receive special services according to their
IEPSs.

GUIDANCE SERVICES

The school is staffed by a full time elementary Guidance Counselor. Elementary school
counselors are specialists in child growth and development and they usually have a strong
background in the behavioral sciences and human relations. The also possess knowledge of
the elementary school program which includes curriculum, the learning process, and the school
organization. Generally, the school guidance counselor works to:

Prevent problems from developing
Help identify children with special needs
Provided crisis intervention when necessary

Coordinate or facilitate efforts of others with those of parents,
teachers and administrators

o PR

Help develop personalized programs, when needed, based on
each child’s strengths, weaknesses, and needs

6. Organizes the school’s testing program

Our Guidance Counselor coordinates the "Beaver Buddy" program in which each new student is
assigned two special friends to help in the adjustment to their new school.

PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES

Psychological services are provided by a licensed school psychologist for the purpose of
evaluating individual pupils and providing assistance in prescribing appropriate educational
programs.

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT TEAM (IST)

An IST (Instructional Support Team) is available in our school to provide support for any student
who experiences consistent academic or behavioral problems. Students may be identified by
the classroom teacher, other educators, or parents. The IST process involves three steps: 1)
identifying a student’s needs for academic or behavioral support; 2) determining the strategies
needed to assist the student; 3) implementing intervention strategies through a continuum of
services.
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KINDERGARTEN ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Children are eligible for admission to kindergarten if they have attained the age of five (5) years
on or before September 1st of the year of enroliment. Beginners shall be admitted to school
only during the first ten (10) school days of the school year, except children eight years or older
may be admitted anytime. Kindergarten-aged children who have not previously attended
kindergarten programs will be admitted only during the first ten (10) school days. Children who
move into the district and are transferring from other state-licensed kindergartens may be
admitted at any time during the year.

The parent/guardian must submit a birth certificate or other documentation as proof of age for
each child registered in school. Dates of the following properly-spaced immunizations are also
required before a child may be admitted to school:
e Four (4) Diphtheria/Tetanus Vaccines (fourth on or after 4™ birthday)
Three (3) Polio Vaccines
Three (3) Hepatitis B Vaccines
Two (2) Measles, Mumps, and Rubella (MMR) Vaccines
One (1) Varicella (Chicken Pox) Vaccine

KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM

The flexible grouping of the integrated kindergarten classroom allows students to move between
the varied forms of instruction, which include the group as a whole, small groups of two or more,
and the individual student. As they move from group to group, the students work regularly with
different teachers and classmates. This method of teaching allows teachers to plan and share
lessons that tie individual subject areas to an overall theme and provide a broader spectrum of
learning. The grouping of mixed levels of development and ability offers social, physical, and
intellectual benefits to each kindergarten student.

Most of our students will be in our half day kindergarten program; however, we do have a full
day program for those students who need more time in school with additional support. All
kindergarten students will be administered two assessments during the first two weeks of school
to help determine which students qualify for the full day program.

HOMEWORK
The Educational Policies Service of the National School Boards Association has produced
some recommended average homework guidelines that are appropriate for the elementary

students of the Downingtown Area School District. They are as follows:

Daily Homework Guidelines

Grade Kindergarten and 1: Should be given at the discretion of the

teacher
Grades 2 and 3: 15 - 30 minutes for four days
Grades 4 and 5: 30 - 60 minutes for four days

All homework should be an extension of clearly defined school activities and should be
appropriate to the age, ability, and independence level of the students to whom it is assigned. It
may be assigned to help students learn to work independently; think, plan and organize; extend
proficiency in effective habits and skills; increase knowledge and its uses; and develop insights
and stimulate creativity. Teachers should also consider whether or not it is appropriate to give
the same assignment to every child in the class.

SPECIAL SUBJECTS

Art, Music, Physical Education, and Library are referred to as the Special Subjects. Instruction
in these areas is provided for all students. Class lengths vary from 25 to 50 minutes. Art, vocal
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music, and library are once a week while physical education classes are twice a week (except
for kindergarten). Sneakers are required for physical education.

ELEMENTARY STANDARDS ACHIEVEMENT REPORT (ESAR)

The curriculum of the Downingtown Area School District is aligned with the curriculum and
instruction standards of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Beginning in 2001, our
elementary teachers began working on a process to develop a reporting system that accurately
reflects a child’s progress toward achieving the required curriculum standards. After two years
of piloting the system, revising and refining the process, and gaining input from parents and
community, the District implemented the Elementary Standards Achievement Report in the
2003-04 school year. Parents receive this “report card” three times each year. The ESAR is
just one component in the on-going assessment of student achievement. Students are
assessed on each curriculum standard at their grade level. Assessment feedback focuses on
each student’s individual achievement toward end-of-the-year goals. Thus, each trimester the
students will be assessed using the following four-point rubric:

~ = BEGINNING: limited progress, below basic performance

/ = APPROACHING: making appropriate progress, occasionally meets performance expectation
+ = PROFICIENT: regularly demonstrates competency of grade level knowledge and skills

++ = ADVANCED: performance meets and sometimes exceeds grade level expectations

The expected level of performance is that students should receive a “+” for each standard by
the end of the school year.

INTERNET POLICY

Please refer to the Code of Conduct for information on our Internet Policy.

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

The Downingtown Area School District offers a variety of special programs to meet the needs of
children. The Downingtown Educational Enrichment Program (DEEP) provides specialized
learning experiences and enrichment opportunities for academically-talented students.
Downingtown also operates a variety of learning support classes within the school district for
children who qualify. Pupils with marginal academic difficulties are helped and monitored by
classroom teachers, instructional aides, and our instructional support teachers, Mrs. Jane
Hemphill and Mrs. Anita Grimes.

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL)

The Civil Rights Act — Language Minority Compliance Procedures, require all school districts to
identify and serve limited-English-proficient students. Part of this federal law requires that a
Home Survey be completed and placed in the cumulative file for every student. If the parent
indicates that a language other than English is spoken in the home, the child will be assessed
by the ESL teacher. The screening will determine the need for direct instruction from the ESL
teacher.

STANDARDIZED TESTING PROGRAM

A wide variety of tests are used by district staff to measure student progress, screen for
admission to special programs, and group for instructional purposes.

The most widely used test is the PSSA (Pennsylvania System of School Assessment) which is
administered to all students in grades 3, 4 and 5. The follow-up PSSA Parent Report is then
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mailed to parents and provides specific information concerning your child’s strengths and needs
in the basic academic areas of reading and mathematics.

The guidance counselor uses many different tests in screening students for special programs.
Some of these include mental ability, visual perception, diagnostic, and learning style tests. In
some cases, students require testing by the school psychologist for placement in gifted or
special programs.

HOMEROOM PARENTS

The utilization of homeroom mothers/fathers is left to the discretion of individual teachers.
Homeroom parents assist the PTO in securing volunteers to help with the Winter Festival and
the Beaver Bash.

BOOK ORDERS

Many of you have experienced your son or daughter bringing home a “Book Order Form” from
an outside company such as Troll or Scholastic. Though we realize the importance of reading
good literature, we cannot support and endorse every book that is advertised in the
aforementioned book order forms. We encourage parents to review the book selections
carefully with their children and make sound decisions based on what you feel is appropriate
literature. Some titles that are sent to upper grade students are based on grade 5 through 8
reading levels. Not only do we not endorse several of these titles but would discourage some
titles. Being well informed about the literature your child is reading is another way that positive
parenting can have a beneficial long-range effect.

Extracurricular Activities
INTRAMURAL SPORTS

Before and after-school intramural sports programs are offered to boys and girls in fourth and
fifth grades. Different sports are offered at various times throughout the school year. In order to
participate, students must have timely transportation home and accident insurance coverage of
some type (either through the school or privately). Interested persons should contact the school
office for information concerning the intramural calendar and permission form.

CHORUS

Chorus is open to all fourth and fifth grade students who like to sing. Rehearsals are held one
morning per week at 8:00 a.m. The chorus presents two programs each year, one in late
November or December and another in the spring.

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC INSTRUCTION

Instruction on wind and percussion instruments is available to interested students in fourth
grade and beyond. Classes are open to students who are doing satisfactory work in regular
classes and have demonstrated musical aptitude. Fourth grade students whose musical
maturity is not sufficiently developed to begin instruction may successfully meet the criteria the
following year.

Because one of the goals of the program is to include children in the school band, attention is
given to having a proportionate number of children playing each instrument.

Except for a few very expensive instruments, students are responsible for providing their own
instruments.

Band students perform in programs throughout the year. The main concerts are scheduled for
December and spring.
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STRINGS INSTRUCTION

Instruction on stringed instruments is available to interested students in third grade and beyond.
Classes are open to students who are doing satisfactory work in regular classes and have
demonstrated musical aptitude.

STRINGS ENSEMBLE

The strings ensemble is open to all students who have sufficient experience to participate. This
group performs in a district-wide concert as well as seasonal concerts at Beaver Creek.

FIELD DAY
In late May or early June, the physical education teachers celebrate "Field Day" -- a half-day of

physical competitions. It is always an annual highlight for students as well as parents. The
competitions are designed so that everyone is a winner!

FIELD TRIPS

Each grade enjoys a special field trip. The trips are designed to be age-appropriate and to
enrich the prescribed curriculum.
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BEAVER CREEK PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION (PTO)
Dear Parents:

Welcome to Beaver Creek! Whether you are new to Beaver Creek or a returning parent, we
encourage you to get involved in the Beaver Creek Parent Teacher Organization (PTO). The PTO
serves as a link between the parents, teachers, and students at Beaver Creek Elementary and
works to enhance the learning environment for all students. As a parent or guardian of a Beaver
Creek student, you are a member. Your membership and support of the PTO greatly contributes to
the success of our school. Through our fundraising efforts, we provide money that supports school-
wide assemblies, scholarships, family fun nights, special events, and more. Funds also supplement
field trips and provide resources for teachers.

The PTO welcomes your suggestions and input. Come join us at our meetings, which are (usually)
the second Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the school library. NOTE: Due to the school
closure on September 9, the first meeting will be held on Thursday, September 16. Babysitting is
provided for all PTO meetings. Meetings are an opportunity for you to hear what’s going on at our
school and in the district. Look for monthly PTO events, news, and meeting information via the
monthly Beaver Banner PTO pages and flyers in Backpack Express, or follow the PTO link on the
Beaver Creek website at http://www.dasd-bc.org/.

As parents, you play an important role in your child’s learning experience at school. Volunteer
opportunities are available during the school day, after school, evenings, and even weekends. The
scope of the PTO’s activities is limited only by the willingness and availability of interested parents.
Your level of involvement is up to you. But do get involved! It makes such a difference to have an
active PTO — for the children as well as the school. Please contact the committee chairs listed if you
would like to co-chair or volunteer. Many hands make light work! For any open chair positions,
please contact PTO Co-Presidents Beth Nawalinski and Julie Shannon.

Feel free to contact any of the officers listed below if you have any questions, comments, or
concerns for the PTO. We look forward to seeing you at meetings and numerous functions this year.
We hope this year will be memorable for you and your child.

Sincerely,

Beaver Creek PTO

2010-2011 PTO EXECUTIVE BOARD

Co-President: Beth Nawalinski bethn@prodigy.net
484-802-1969

Co-President: Julie Shannon julshannon@verizon.net
610-304-2158

Co-Vice President: Gina Curry sadomacreations@yahoo.com

Co-Vice President: Lisa Hallahan lisa@hallahans.name

Treasurer: Susan McPherson susanmcphersonl@msn.com

Corresponding Secretary: Kathy Davies katranksl@aol.com

Recording Secretary: Julie Katz jk62998@aol.com

Faculty Representatives: Danielle Egan, Judith Hart, and Jacquelyn Longan
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2010-2011 PTO COMMITTEEES

Committee Contact(s) E-mail

Artist in Residence Jen Zwerling jenzwerling@yahoo.com

Assemblies Kim Urban 100acre@comcast.net
Beth Nawalinski bethn@prodigy.net

Backpack Express Krista DiLeo krista05@gmail.com

Beaver Bash OPEN

Birthday Book Program

Susan McPherson

susanmcphersonl@msn.com

Book Fairs

Kim Urban

100acre@comcast.net

Box Tops & Campbell Soup Labels

Julie Katz

jk62998@aol.com

Caroling Shanna DeCola shannapaige@verizon.net
Consighment Sale Jen Henning skhjrc@verizon.net

Sarah Barker sarahbarker14@yahoo.com
Directory Jenn Gayo jenngayo@verizon.net

Fall Masquerade Ball

Suzanne Diodato

suzannediodato@comcast.net

Field Day

Shanna DeCola

shannapaige@verizon.net

Fifth Grade Parent Planning

OPEN

Garden Club

Jeanine Hurley
Kathy Davies

jeaninehurley@verizon.net
katranks1@aol.com

Helping Hands

Kelly Dunlap

kmdunlap@hotmail.com

Holiday Shop Julie Shannon Jjulshannon@verizon.net
Pizza Bingo Jenn Gayo Jjenngayo@verizon.net
Publicity Beth Nawalinski bethn@prodigy.net
Publishing Center Kim Lloyd lloyd.kimberly@gmail.com
Read-A-Thon Kim Urban 100acre@comcast.net
Restaurant Nights Open

Spirit Wear Kim Grenoble grenoble5@verizon.net

Staff Appreciation Luncheon

Jeanine Hurley

jeaninehurley@verizon.net

Talent Show

Gina Curry

sadomacreations@yahoo.com

Volunteer Coordinator

Jenn Gayo

jenngayo®@verizon.net

Web Page Liaison

Beth Nawalinski

bethn@prodigy.net

Yearbook

Lisa Hallahan
Shanna DeCola
Mary Savage

lisa@hallahans.name
shannapaige@verizon.net
njmare@verizon.net
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Downingtown Area School District shall not discriminate in their educational programs, activities or
employment practices based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, religion, ancestry or
any other legally protected classification. This policy is in accordance with state and federal laws,

including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972,
Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, The Age Discrimination Act of 1975, the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and the Pennsylvania Human Relations Act. Information
relative to special accommodation, grievance procedure, and the designated responsible official for
compliance with Title VI, Title IX, and Section 504 may be obtained by contacting the Director of
Human Resources, Downingtown Area School District, 126 Wallace Avenue, Downingtown, PA
19335, phone number 610-269-8460.
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VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
DISTRICT-WIDE GUIDELINES

THE DOWNINGTOWN AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT WELCOMES ALL VOLUNTEERS AND
VISITORS TO OUR SCHOOL WHO HAVE BEEN INVITED BY THE PRINCIPAL OR BY THE
PRI NCI PAL6S DESI GNEE.

We ask that all volunteers:

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Sign in and out every time you enter and leave the building. (This is for your safety in
case of fire as well as knowing who is in the building at all times for your child’s safety).

Fill out an emergency information card.
Wear a volunteer ID badge while in the building.

Call the school office as soon as possible if you are unable to volunteer on your assigned
day.

Be consistent and reliable with your time.

Avoid visiting or wandering through instructional areas. It's distracting to the children
and the teachers.

Do not bring younger children to school with you when volunteering.

Classroom volunteer time is at the discretion of the classroom teacher.

Wear appropriate, tasteful attire that will not interfere with the educational focus.

Never interrupt teachers or instruction in the classroom.

Keep the Faculty Room reserved for staff members, please.

Contact classroom teachers to receive instruction on the use of any classroom
equipment and see the Volunteer Coordinator (or building aide) for instruction with other
school equipment. Please give staff members priority when operating the copy machine

or other office equipment.

Check with the assigned teacher for specific instructions for the day when you report for
your assignment.

Become familiar with school policy as outlined in this handbook.

Expect respect and appropriate behavior from students. You will not, however, be
expected to be a disciplinarian.

Be an example to children by observing all school rules and behaving in a professional
manner.

Avoid disruptive talking in the hallways.

Communicate with the teacher if you are uncomfortable with a specific task. We want
your experience to be positive and rewarding.

THE PRESENCE OF VOLUNTEERS IN THE CLASSROOM CREATES ISSUES OF
SENSITIVITY AND CONFIDENTIALITY FOR ALL VOLUNTEERS. TO UPHOLD THE
CREDIBILITY OF THIS VALUABLE PROGRAM IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT VOLUNTEERS:

Do not discuss the performance and behavior of individual children either inside or
outside the school.
Avoid discussing teachers and/or teaching methods.
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» Discuss any concerns with the Volunteer Coordinator or Principal.
« Actin a professional manner.

INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT (IPM)

The Downingtown Area School District uses an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) approach for
managing insects, rodents, and weeds. Our goal is to protect every student from pesticide exposure
by using an IPM approach to pest management. Our IPM approach focuses on making the school
building and grounds an unfavorable habitat for these pests by removing food and water sources
and by eliminating their hiding and breeding places. We accomplish this through routine cleaning
and maintenance. We routinely monitor the school buildings and grounds to detect any pests that
are present. The pest monitoring team consists of our building maintenance, office, and teaching
staff and includes our students. Pest sightings are reported to our IPM coordinator who evaluates
the "pest problem" and determines the appropriate pest management techniques to address the
problem. The techniques can include increased sanitation, modifying storage practices, sealing
entry points, physically removing the pest, etc.

From time to time, it may be necessary to use chemicals to manage a pest problem. Chemicals will
only be used when necessary. When chemicals are used, the school will try to use the least toxic
products possible. Applications will be made only when unauthorized persons do not have access
to the areas(s) being treated. Notices will be posted 72 hours prior to application and for 48 hours
following the application. A schedule of pest control applications is posted on the front entry door of
the school. If you desire a list of pesticides to be used and their EPA registration numbers, please
submit your request in writing to the principal. Parents or guardians of students enrolled in the
school will be notified of specific herbicide applications made on school grounds, including athletic
fields and recreational areas. If a chemical application must be made to control an emergency pest
problem, notice will be given. Exemptions to this naotification include disinfectants and antimicrobial
products; self-containerized baits placed in areas not accessible to students, and gel-type baits
placed in cracks, crevices, or voids; and swimming pool maintenance chemicals.

Art Goes to School

Art Goes to School is a volunteer art enrichment and appreciation program. Its purpose is to
enrich children with experiences in art appreciation and to motivate them to be aware and
interested in art through all its periods.

Volunteers with a genuine interest in art and in working with children come from all over the
school district. No teaching or art experience is necessary to participate. Training is provided
by Art Goes to School of Delaware Valley, Inc. The training program prepares volunteers for
their school experiences and lecture series. Workshops emphasize research on artists and
their work as well as introduce various teaching techniques to best present the portfolio of
reproductions to students. After training, volunteers begin visiting the Downingtown elementary
schools.

For more information or to receive training as an Art Goes to School volunteer, please call
Carole Darwin (610-269-2024).
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Community Services

HOSPITALS
Brandywine Hospital (Caln) 610-383-8000
Chester County Hospital (West Chester) 610-431-5000
Paoli Memorial Hospital 610-648-1000
LIBRARIES
Chester County Library (Exton) 610-363-0884
Downingtown Public Library 610-269-2741

YOUTH GROUPS

East Brandywine Youth Athletics
+ EBYA Hotline Number 610-269-8230

Lionville Youth Association
¢ LYA Hotline Number 610-594-9289

West Bradford Youth Association
+ Contact Mrs. Cathy Conti 610-486-0525

Boy Scouts of America/Cub Scouts
* Contact Mr. Frank Risell 610-696-2900

Girl Scouts of America/Brownies
¢ Contact Mrs. Donna Oeste 610-269-3844

Downingtown Area Recreation Consortium
+ Contact Mr. Mike Serzan 610-269-9260
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